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Missed America's Nuclear Launch (Wired) -- In the early hours of Sunday morning, the U.S. government tried to shoot down a pair of spent nuclear warheads. Two Minuteman III missiles failed to hit their targets in North Dakota and Montana. The fumbled maneuvers--along with an
embarrassing lack of time between the sightings and the launch--turned the abort into an episode of "reality show gone wrong"--unless, of course, you are a former nuclear-warhead-operator-turned-whistleblower. Over the years the government has been caught out by
whistleblowers a few times. Perhaps the biggest deception was William Scott Wilson's homemade video of the Operation Northwoods plot to kill innocent civilians to incite a war between the U.S. and Cuba in the early 1960s. Though the video was suppressed for decades, it was
recently released to the public in a lawsuit. It's a major plot-twist that could have had far-reaching implications. On Feb. 29, 1983, Cesar Marrufo was a nuclear engineer working at Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) in New Mexico. He told his bosses at LANL that what he had
seen on TV about Operation Blue Bat, a plan that was devised by the CIA to provoke a war between the U.S. and Cuba. The plan suggested that the U.S. start a war by blowing up American ships in American ports, to make it look like Cuba was to blame. The plan involved a fake
attack on a U.S. warship by terrorists. Marrufo gave his bosses a copy of the plan, and he told them about the latest experiment. He reported that, after he showed the plan to a few senior scientists, he was told to keep quiet. It was never published in the U.S. government's nuclear
weapons safety report. The episode explains why Marrufo now faces charges in a U.S. District Court. A grand jury was convened in 2011 to decide whether Marrufo's whistleblowing was a threat to national security,
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